D»ar Js, VfG Cousj^racy trial tostiaaoy 1l/l2/74 

At laag last I liava ol«aaed uji th*> aocuaulatad cll^jdugs, Ihia deaa not aasixk I r«ai. 
tkea all sr that I r«aA Y/ith oare theso I 4Ld reatl, I'iKe lULa net and thu feeling 

ef deja-vu Bad® th«i task iiitolerahlo, 

a fore I ^ecoad to other >/erk in the KorEdog, hocause I assujao tliat you read these 
raj>ort» with aero care and with tine after each t© censider each a hit, I ask your ©.^iniGB 
®f ay ittprosBien. ituaJAy iByresaiens, hoeauB# this trial seoas to «e to he the third tine 
outside ay own \fork I*v« gene ever roltoahes. 

% iisjpreasion is tliat the t±±al is largely a repeat of the Ervin oojanittee hearing* 

%• tills I acau also practically notiiing of sigiiifioano® added. The hunt testiKouy foiled 
his acao to Bittaan out But tliat adds drana, u©t fact anyv/ay* 

Tlie Ervin coundtto® added little to wliut those with special interwats leaked to 
the papers. There is, in fact, in the papers, in the feia ©f verhatiH tx’ansoripts that 
the Ervin ooHaitoe later physically expunged fron its ixrinted roeei’d. Or, the papers 
prior to the htiuriugs oontaxned information on the ao~cuUod liuston plan tliat was uasked 
in the facsinilo rcpreauctioii of thoso papex’s (if you ded not i«iake th© chock, it ia true}* 
Aside fron what it kept secret in its filed, seas of vrhat 1 ©Btalned and had stolen, th® 
ooQisittee uado a very long rocord of th® unnew. Exceptions aiw such unexpeoteds as Butter- 
fiMid The DuhaBle and these executiv® sasoions jirinted without hearings and largely 
igaeiad inatha press. The cenaittee’s nain acoonplishnont was dual. It presented tlw; sorddbd 
tal® ®n nationwide TV, giving the illusion of conducting a I’eal iav-stigatien. And it 
carefully containaa all of significance that was net already ossentially public knovaedg®. 

Before tliia thor<j wors the leaks. lioetly but not entirely to the VlxPcat. Hare I 
3iavo tw® points in partioulnr ©n which I aelicit your o?ini®n(8). First, that the essence 
®f th© factual content of tha BrvlH e®MMitte© hearings save as noted was already public 
before the coHJsittee sicHsd the tube and the national iiaaginati®ft. And second tliat tlioso Kwhe 
did the leaking acoouplishod their own purp©sci> tiioroby. 

These purposes include protoctlug thoiiselvoa, directing ^and liniting) the public 
attention ana thus the "invostigatiena" and Uniting the scope ©f all Inqidry. 

As of toxiiglit the prosecution’s case is net cenplete. I'll be (^uito Burprioed if 
it iaai:e» a iiajoi* change in this sttanary of inpreosions ncceasary. The defense, ©f course, 
has ust put on its caaoa, 

reading lias not been close enou^ t® fora a fira opinion, but I loav© the lapression 
that while jji a censpiracy cas© one Yfould expect the defendants t® atlok together because 
what is udmsiiublo agaiuct ono is admssablo against all, I liave tlio inpi’cssien tliat thsy 
are net pulling togothox*, tliat thei’o iu iriLvaltjt and aniiaoiiity. 

(ity own work noted tliio as fact with Ehrliohnan about the first of the year and 
carlior as a prabability tiecuuso of bin apparant cliamctor and the fact that he knew nothing 
©f th© autora/xtic taping' and -aiorcfore could assuno h® had been set up.) 

As I think ®f »a.jer inc®ngruities they are f«w. Ono that seoHs conopicuous is that 
Bob© Aebeze'd Hiaai lawyer, Frates, is tho vigorous lawyer for Ehrlioiinan and both go after 
Nixon witli aono irigor. One would not ex;«eot this ®f Bobo’s lawyer. 

This is a brief suiiuary when I'q pret'fcy tirol and haven't put it together but if 
you have disagroaHcnt or oeuMent ©r addi'tioii I'd wclcone it. I hops to get to concluding 
tho draft soon. 


Tluuiku and best, 


